
Rotorcraft Accident Dashboard
Data Refresh Schedule: Every Tuesday at 1:00 AM ET

Dashboard Navigation
Click on the buttons to the right to view other tabs

Historical Briefing > USHST Metrics > Make Model Breakdown >

Fiscal Year Briefing
Report Month
Apr 2026 Click on icon for help ?

FY26: October-April

41
 ▼16%
 ▼21%

Total Accidents

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

11
 ▼15%
▲4%

Fatal Accidents

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

21
 ▼30%
 ▼5%

Fatalities

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

2.41
 ▼19%
 ▼28%

Accident Rate (per 100K hours)

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

0.65
 ▼18%
 ▼5%

Fatal Accident Rate (per 100K hours)

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

1.23
 ▼32%
 ▼12%

Fatality Rate (per 100K hours)

vs. Same Period, Previous FY

vs. Same Period, 5 Year Average

*5 Year Average Rates are for reference, 5 year rates
are not normally distributed.

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Grand
Total

Total
Accidents
Fatal
Accidents

Fatalities

5

2

5

2

1

1

6

3

3

8

1

4

7

1

2

8

3

6

5

0

0

41

11

21

U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Event Counts

Same time period, previous FY:
Accidents: 49; Fatal Accidents: 13; Fatalities: 30.
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Same time period, previous FY:
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*For rate calculations, FY 2025-26 rotorcraft flight hours were based on the FAA’s FY2025-2045 forecast. Historic rotorcraft flight hours were extracted from General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey.  The forecast
and survey categorize flight hours by calendar year.
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Estimated Rotorcraft Accident Rate by FY
10 Year Lookback - Rates per 100,000 Hours
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*Average Rates and Standard Deviation Ranges are for reference, rates are not normally distributed.
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April cumulative accident count is 41.
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The following notes apply to all the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*For rate calculations, FY 2025-26 rotorcraft flight hours were based on the FAA’s FY2025-2045 forecast. Historic rotorcraft flight hours were extracted from General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey.  The forecast
and survey categorize flight hours by calendar year.
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Fatal Rate by Operational Part: 5 Year Average
Excludes public use events. The rates are based off of Calendar Year and per 100,000 Flight Hours
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The following notes apply to all the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Calendar Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*For rate calculations, FY 2025-26 rotorcraft flight hours were based on the FAA’s FY2025-2045 forecast. Historic rotorcraft flight hours were extracted from General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey.  The forecast
and survey categorize flight hours by calendar year.
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Aircraft Make
Airbus Helicopters

U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents FY26: October - April
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NTSB: ERA26FA035 11/8/2025

NTSB: WPR26FA008 10/7/2025

- Airbus Helicopters EC130, N107VU, Part 135, Lebanon, TN, 1 fatal
- Helicopter Air Ambulance flight without a patient onboard. Departed from its base located northeast of Music City Executive Airport. Climbed to enroute altitude at 4,100
feet and proceeded south for 3 minutes before the flight request was canceled.
- After turning the a/c for return to base, the pilot was awake but appeared incapacitated to a point where he was no longer actively flying the a/c. The flight paramedic a..

- Airbus Helicopters EC130, N414RX, Part 135, Sacramento, CA, 1 fatal
- Helicopter Air Ambulance flight without a patient onboard. A/c had just departed UC Davis Medical Center Tower II Heliport with planned destination of McClellan
Airfield.
- Flight paramedic reported a power loss  shortly after takeoff, that the a/c was autorotating towards US Route 50, and made a mayday call. The a/c impacted on the ea..

Fatal Accidents Brief Summary
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*Fleet size counts may vary from what was previously reported based on analysis of the FAA registry.
*Any listed Percentage of Total U.S. Fleet (Registered and Active) of "0%" is greater than zero, but rounded to the nearest whole percent.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents FY26: October - April
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NTSB: WPR26FA098 2/5/2026

- Bell 407, N56AZ, Part PUBU, Flagstaff, AZ, 2 fatal
- Public use aircraft. Night flight in support of activity involving an active shooter.
- Available video data showed the helicopter in a slow climb near the law enforcement scene before beginning a rapid rotation to the right. Impact occurred to a flat dirt
access road.

Fatal Accidents Brief Summary
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*Fleet size counts may vary from what was previously reported based on analysis of the FAA registry.
*Any listed Percentage of Total U.S. Fleet (Registered and Active) of "0%" is greater than zero, but rounded to the nearest whole percent.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents FY26: October - April
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NTSB: ANC26FA021 3/23/2026

NTSB: WPR26FA031 10/23/2025

- Robinson R44, N478AT, Part 091, Boynton Beach, FL, 2 fatal
- Instructional/training flight. Basic orientation flight for student, enroute for return to Palm Beach County Airport.
- Witnesses saw the helicopter enter a steep right turn in a nose low attitude, then impacted a warehouse roof. NTSB flight control examination found upper right
push-pull tube separated from the lower rod end.

- Robinson R66, N67GA, Part 091, Ekalaka, MT, 4 fatal
- Personal use flight, departing at dusk. Helicopter was following a Cessna 182 flown by a friend. Both aircraft departed from a private ranch for the Ekalaka Airport, with
overflight of the Chalk Buttes enroute.
- Helicopter flew around the buttes then resumed following the airplane. Shortly thereafter, the pilot in the airplane no longer saw the helicopter on ADS-B and was not a..

Fatal Accidents Brief Summary
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*Fleet size counts may vary from what was previously reported based on analysis of the FAA registry.
*Any listed Percentage of Total U.S. Fleet (Registered and Active) of "0%" is greater than zero, but rounded to the nearest whole percent.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents FY26: October - April
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NTSB: WPR26FA141 3/27/2026

NTSB: WPR26FA121 3/9/2026

NTSB: WPR26FA074 1/2/2026

NTSB: ERA26FA077 12/28/2025

- MD Helicopters, Inc. 369, N715KV, Part 135, Haena, HI, 3 fatal
- Air Tour flight. Operating on island of Kauai.
- A/c crashed a short distance offshore from the remote Kalalau Beach area

- MD Helicopters, Inc. 369, N530XX, Part 133, Mojave, CA, 1 fatal
- Utility Patrol/Construction flight. Power line rope stringing operation between steel power transmission poles using a side hook mounted to a/c.
- Witnesses report the a/c ascended to 200 feet AGL in a vertical climb, clear of obstructions. A noise came from the a/c and it descended rapidly to the ground.

- MD Helicopters, Inc. 369, N3502P, Part 091, Superior, AZ, 4 fatal
- Personal use flight with 3 passengers. A/c struck a recreational slackline (balance line) suspended across a valley.
- Presence of the slackline was included in an active NOTAM as a "tight rope". Witness noted that at impact with the slackline, the a/c pitched nose up and yawed to
the right, followed by tailboom separation. The fuselage became inverted, and the tailboom and fuselage subsequently impacted terrain.

- Enstrom F-28, N520H, Part 091, Hammonton, NJ, 0 fatal
- Personal use flight. Surveillance video showed the a/c and an Enstrom 280 flying close to each other in staggered positions on a similar heading, similar to a
formation flight.
- Mid-air collision occurred with the Enstrom 280, N280MG.

Fatal Accidents Brief Summary
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*Fleet size counts may vary from what was previously reported based on analysis of the FAA registry.
*Any listed Percentage of Total U.S. Fleet (Registered and Active) of "0%" is greater than zero, but rounded to the nearest whole percent.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents FY26: October - April
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The following notes apply to the charts above:
**Data is subject to change**
*The accident numbers for each month of the Fiscal Year may vary from what was reported previously based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified month.
*Fleet size counts may vary from what was previously reported based on analysis of the FAA registry.
*Any listed Percentage of Total U.S. Fleet (Registered and Active) of "0%" is greater than zero, but rounded to the nearest whole percent.
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