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U.S. Helicopter 5 Year Average 
Fatal Accident Rate

Current as of 11/30/2021

Goal: 0.55 by 2025
3 years 1 month remaining to reach the goal



U.S. Helicopter
Key Fatal Accident Rate Metrics

Current as of 11/30/2021



U.S. Helicopter
Cumulative Monthly Fatal Accident Count

Current as of 11/30/2021



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Fatal Accident Rates

Current as of 11/30/2021



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Fatality Rates

Current as of 11/30/2021



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Accident Rates

Current as of 11/30/2021



Fatal Accidents by Industry (Jan-Nov, 2021)

18 total fatal accidents



Accidents by Industry (Jan-Nov, 2021)

105 total accidents



Helicopter Flight Hours % by Industry

Based on 2020 FAA GA & Part 135 Activity Survey Data

USHST Industry 2020 % of 
U.S. Flight Hours

2009-2019 % of
 U.S. Flight Hours

Aerial Observation, Law Enforcement, ENG 21% 18%
Helicopter Air Ambulance 21% 17%
Instruction/Training 13% 16%
Aerial Application 7% 5%
Offshore 5% 8%
Utilities Patrol/Construction 5% 4%
Firefighting 4% 3%
Personal/Private 4% 3%
Business 4% 4%
Commercial 4% 4%
Air Tour (Part 135) 3% 8%
External Load & Logging 3% 2%
Sightseeing (Part 91) 2% 2%
Other 4% 5%



2020 Fatal Accident Rate by Industry

USHST Industry (w/2020 fatal acc count) 2020 Fatal 
Accident Rate

Personal/Private (3) 3.15
Firefighting (3) 2.84
Utilities Patrol/Construction (2) 1.81
External Load & Logging (1) 1.54
Commercial (1) 1.18
Aerial Application (2) 1.12
Business (1) 1.11
Aerial Observation, Law Enforcement, ENG (4) 0.79
Instruction/Training (2) 0.62
Air Tour (Part 135) 0
Helicopter Air Ambulance 0
Offshore 0
Sightseeing (Part 91) 0

Based on NTSB data and 2020 FAA GA & Part 135 Activity Survey Data



Occurrence Category Analysis 2009‐2018, 198 fatal accidents

2014‐2018 fatal accident categorization 
recently finalized based on completed 
NTSB investigations




