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U.S. Helicopter 5 Year Average 
Fatal Accident Rate

Goal: 0.55 by 2025
4 years remaining to reach the goal



U.S. Helicopter
Key Fatal Accident Rate Metrics



U.S. Helicopter
Cumulative Monthly Fatal Accident Count



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Fatal Accident Rates



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Fatality Rates



U.S. Helicopter Single Year
Accident Rates



Fatal Accidents by Industry (Jan-Dec, 2020)



Accidents by Industry (Jan-Dec, 2020)



Fatal Accidents by Industry, CY2010-2019



Accidents by Industry, CY2010-2019



Flight Hours by Industry, CY2010-2019



Fatal Accident Rate by Industry, CY2010-2019

≈ 3 times higher than 
next highest industry



Accident Rate by Industry, CY2010-2019

≈ 2 times higher than 
next highest industry



Occurrence Category Analysis, CY2009-2018
Only Personal/Private Fatal Accidents



USHST Helicopter Safety Enhancements (H-SEs)
tied to Personal/Private Fatal Accidents

• Outreach
• 19A:  Safety Culture and Professionalism

• Policy
• 30:  Develop/Publish Airman Certification Standards, Rotorcraft-Helicopter

• Technology & Equipment
• 81:  Simulator Modeling for Outside-the-Envelope Flight Conditions
• 82:  Helicopter Flight Data Monitoring

• Training
• 123:  Increased Simulation/Education to Develop Safe Decision Making
• 127:  Training for Recognition/Recovery of Spatial Disorientation
• 130:  Education on Hazards of Over-The-Counter Medication
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